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ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 INR-07 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 
USIA-15 SSM-05 OMB -01 DHA-02 ORM-02 /077 W 

182318Z 123895/73 

R 181440Z APR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5776 
INFO AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMCONSUL JERUSALEM 

UNCLAS TEL AVIV 2724 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: IS, JO, PDEV, PFOR 

SUBJECT: ISRAELI SETTLERS IN MES'HA SOON 

1 . MINISTERS GALILI, PERES, HTLI.BL, KOL AND ROSEN (FIVE 
MEMBERS OF THE MINISTERIAL COMMITTEE ON SETTLEMENT AFFAIRS) 
AGREED APRIL 17 THAT A GROUP OF NAHAL SETTLERS AND A GUSH 
EMUNIM NUCLEUS WILL BE PERMITTED TO SETTLE AT MES'HA WITHIN 
A FEW WEEKS, ACCORDING TO A MAARIV REPORT. A SPECIAL 
BUDGETARY ALLOTMENT OF FIFTEEN MILLION ISRAELI POUNDS 

FOR MES'HA WILL BE ADDED TO THE OVERALL SETTLEMENT BUDGET 
(FOR THE OCCUPIED TERRITORIES) OF TWO HUNDRED AND FIFTY 
MILLION POUNDS, AND THE ' FIRST STAGE" WILL SUBSEQUENTLY BE 
DEVELOPED INTO A SMALL URBAN SETTLEMENT, MAARIV ALSO 
REPORTED. 

2. THE MINISTERS REPORTEDLY DID NOT DISCUSS "LAND 
EXPROPRIATION" IN CONNECTION WITH MES'HA, AND THE "FIRST 
STAGE" APPARENTLY WILL BE BUILT ON GOVERNMENT-OWNED 
LAND NEAR THE LOCATION PREFERRED BY THE GUSH EMUNIM. 

3. COMMENT: THE GOI WOULD APPEAR TO BE RESERVING ITS 
OPTIONS ON RESOLVING THE LAND TITLE ISSUES WHICH HAVE 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 TEL AV 02724 181532Z 

DELAYED THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE MES'HA SITE. AS WAS 
SUGGESTED TO US BY AN ISRAELI JOURNALIST NOT LONG 
AGO (TEL AVIV A-69), A MORE PROPITIOUS SET OF 
CIRCUMSTANCES MIGHT ARISE AFTER THE NATIONAL 
ELECTIONS. 
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